
Lawn Care

Understanding the critical element to 
a healthy lawn



Lawn Care

• What kind of grass do I have?

– Does it have a dormant growing period?

• St. Augustine grass is best suited to warm-arid regions 
such as Florida and the Gulf Coast region. It is not at all 
tolerant of cold temperatures, and requires plenty of 
moisture for survival. It is a very coarse-textured type 
with broad blades compared to other grasses, with a 
rounded tip. It is often referred to as "Floratam," which 
is a variety of St. Augustine grass. Dec – Feb are slow 
growing  periods.
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• How often should I water?

– How much?

– Is watering seasonal ?

– Should I skip a week?

• How do I calculate proper water application?

• Do I water grass and bushes differently?
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• Which irrigation heads are best for lawns , 
bushes, and plants?
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• Spray heads: Best used for small to medium 
sized lawns and/or in systems that will be 
operating with pressure between 20 - 30 PSI. 
Because of the lower PSI the distance of the 
spray rarely exceeds 15ft. Meaning that spray 
heads should never be placed further than 15 
ft. apart as this would create dry spots (i.e. 
dead grass) in your lawn.
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• Rotary Heads: Often referred to as Sprinkler Rotors, are 
best used for medium to large lawns with an irrigation 
system that can supply a PSI above 30. Smaller rotary heads 
can cover distances of 15 to 50 ft. It is important when 
planning your sprinkler system to keep in mind that the 
distance between each rotary head should be less than the 
PSI supplied to each rotary head. For example: you wish to 
install a rotary head every 35 ft. This means that you will 
need at least 36 PSI supplied at each rotary head. 

• Rotary heads deliver water slower than spray heads which 
is ideal for slow-draining soils and slopes. Also rotary heads 
are less susceptible to wind drift as they deliver water in a 
stream instead of fine mist like spray heads.
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• Bubblers: Designed for delivering a lot of water 
fast in small spaces like tree basins or around 
shrubs and ground cover. These are not used to 
water lawns. Avoid using bubblers in places that 
are not level or has soil that does not drain 
quickly (i.e. clay) as the water will either run away 
from the plants to be watered and/or flood the 
area. Bubblers can be effective for areas that are 
too far away from sprinkler spray or for areas that 
you don’t wish to be sprayed, like up against 
houses or plants near windows.
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• Drip Irrigation - If you have an extensive shrub 
landscape that you wish to water, it is strongly 
recommend to install a drip irrigation system 
instead of lots of bubblers. Drip systems are 
much more efficient for large landscapes.
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• How do I know if my rain sensor is working?

• How can underground leaks be detected
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• Why do I have yellow or brown spots?
– fungal problems usually show up as irregular patches.
– Grubs damage grass by eating the roots, leading to small brown 

patches that eventually widen in a relatively uniform way.
– Dog urine burns, caused by the high amount of nitrogen in the 

urine, are recognizable by their brown centers and dark green 
outer rings.

– Thatch can build up when the lawn is not properly watered, fed, 
or mowed.

– Too much water can cause grass roots to rot and can lead to 
disease which starts off as yellow patches in your yard; once 
fungus sets in, little can be done except reseeding the dead 
patches in the fall.
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• How often should I fertilize?

– In the South, feed your lawn in early spring to 
handle the three big needs of Southern lawns: It 
prevents and kills fire ants for up to 6 months, kills 
stubborn weeds like dollarweed and clover, and 
nourishes and strengthens your lawn to protect it 
from heat and drought. Two months later, give it a 
second feeding.
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Questions?


